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PRESIDENT AND CEO OF SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC NORTH AMERICAN 
OPERATING DIVISION TO LEAD GLOBAL BUILDING AUTOMATION AND 
RENEWABLES BUSINESS 
 
Palatine, Ill. (USA), December 17, 2008 — The Chairman and CEO of Schneider Electric, Jean-Pascal Tricoire, 

announced that Chris Curtis, president and CEO of the Schneider Electric North American Operating Division 

(NAOD), will assume managerial responsibility of Schneider Electric’s global Building Automation and Renewables 

business, effective Jan. 1, 2009. In addition to maintaining his current responsibilities as president and CEO of 

NAOD, Curtis will also be responsible for developing the global business and complete solutions for           

Schneider Electric’s building segment. Curtis is also a member of the Schneider Electric Executive Committee.   

 

Schneider Electric, the global specialist in energy management, is strengthening its position by leveraging its entire 

portfolio of products and services in Integrated Systems for Power Management and Automation and Renewables 

to help building owners use their natural resources as productively and efficiently as possible. 

 

“As the global business climate continues to face unprecedented energy challenges, Schneider Electric’s 

customers are seeking new ways to make their energy more reliable, productive and efficient,” said Curtis. 

“Building Automation and Power Management systems, along with leveraging renewable technologies like wind 

and solar, are key to helping our customers make the most of their energy, improve performance and reduce their 

impact on our environment.”  
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Curtis joined Schneider Electric in 1993 as director, Industrial Marketing. He was promoted in 1995 to vice 

president, Mid-Atlantic Sales. In 1996, he became director, OEM Marketing, with responsibility for developing  

and implementing the U.S. business strategy for all products and services sold to OEMs. In 1998, Curtis was 

named vice president, Marketing, for the Division with responsibility for the residential construction, commercial 

and industrial construction market segments, OEMs and strategic accounts. In 2002, he was named president of 

Schneider Electric Canada. He was promoted in 2003 to vice president, U.S. Sales and Services, and returned to 

the United States. In 2004, he assumed additional responsibility for leading the company’s U.S. electrical 

distribution and its subsidiaries EFI, Veris and PowerBox. In 2006, Curtis was named president,               

Schneider Electric U.S., and in 2008 he was promoted to president and CEO of the Schneider Electric North 

American Operating Division. 

 

Curtis holds a bachelor’s degree from Le Moyne University in Syracuse, New York. He is also a member of the 

NEMA board of governors and serves on the Metro Chicago Board of Directors, American Heart Association 

Midwest Affiliate. 
 
About Schneider Electric  

 
As a global specialist in energy management with operations in more than 100 countries, Schneider Electric offers integrated 
solutions across multiple market segments, including leadership positions in energy and infrastructure, industrial processes, 
building automation, and data centers/networks, as well as a broad presence in residential applications. Focused on making 
energy safe, reliable, and efficient, the company’s 120,000 employees achieved sales of more than $23.7 billion in 2007, 
through an active commitment to help individuals and organizations “Make the most of their energy”.  
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This release is submitted for consideration in both print and Web publications. 
Please send all reader inquiries to: 
Square D Literature Fulfillment Center 
W6545 Quality Drive 
Greenville, WI 54942 
Attention: Christine Lautenschlager 
800-392-8781 
or e-mail to:  SquareD@banta.com 
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